The Giddings Star, January 12, 1950

LOCAL CHAPTER FINAKCES POLIO
TREATMENTS OF DIME B 0¥ BOY

TOTAL OF $2,431.96 HAS BEEN
DISBURSED BY LEE COUN-
TY CHAPTER UP TO
DEC. 31, 1949

Arviz Dale Markwardt was stric-
ken with poliomyelitis on October
26, 1949. Three days later he wag
removed to the polio ward of Brec-
kenridge hospital in Austin.

Arvis Dale, is the only child of
Mr. and Mrs. Harold F. Markwardt
Iof Dime Box. Texas.

The Lee County Chapfer of the
National Foundation of Infantile
Paralysis has financed the treat-
ments for Arvis Dale with the ex-
ception of some X-rays, which the
father wished to pay for himself,
according Y Mrs. James Dixon,
Chapter Chairman. A total of $2.-
431.96 had been disbursed by tha
Lee County Chapter up to Decemn-~
ber 31, 1949, it was disclosed by
Monroe Hannes, Treasurer, $900
of this was for special nurses dur-
ing the critical first stage, he ad-
.| ded.
| “Arvis Dale’s condition has im-
proved so that he can now be with
other children,” Mrs. Markwardt
told the Star reporter. She said
they spent the first two weeks
with the child in the Hospital
when his condition was such that
the doctors held out little hope for
his recovery.

ter to tell the people that th
cbxld'xmoverywumde :

For seven weeks Arvis Dale w
unable to speak or eat.
this time his slim hold on life was
sustained by food administered by
means of a tube. Today he has
managed to eat by himself, very
slowly yet to be sure, but an im-
portant forward step in his reco-
very.

NIRRT

-

Mr. Markwardt asked the rcpor-_r

! He also can speak again, the pa<

ralysis of his neck and face mus-
cles having been conquered to the
extent that the right side of the
face and the neck to a limited ex=~
'tent are still affected.

The doctors have given no date
as to the time he can be released
from the hospital. Mr. and Mrs.
Markwardt, as well as local offi-
cials of the polio chapler, have
been given to understand that hig

|stay there will be indefinite.

The reason for his uncertainty

'|is reported to be the fact that the
.lattack of the disease was so vio=
\{lent in his case. Although the pa-

'ralysis of the face and neck is re=
sponding satisfactorily, therapy in

'this area was so essential and ex-

hausting to the patient that ther-
apy for the rest of the body had
to be limited to the most essential
only.

Arvis Dale has not yet stoo
his own legs since his illness he-
gan. It was only Christmas week
that his father was permitted to
hold him on his lap. With each
smald advance against the prip<
pling effects of the discase eager<
ly awaited by both Arvis Dale and
his parents, no other Christmag
gift could have been more wel-
come,

The reporter of the Star aaked
Mr. Hannes about the outlook for
entinuing the payments for Arvis
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